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One has to wonder why a program of this magnitude would be forced on all of

Montana schools when it is a hrg" u*p"riment. why wasn't there time to vet and

research Common Core to see if it actually would produce more college and career

ready students? Why weren't town halls held to see how parents felt about proiect

learning and open-ended questions as opposed to direct instruction? Why was this

p.og.ril devel,oped behind closed doors? Why wasn't there time for a real fiscal

.nrt"yrir and legislative review? Why were pleas from school districts that don't

have the resources for Common Core ignored? Why would we experiment with the

education of our Montana students? Thank you for your time today'

Barbara Rush
720 Holter
Helena
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February 24,2012

Ms. Barbara Rush

720 Holter Street
Helena, MT 59601

Dear Ms.

Thank you for writing to the Board of Public Education to express your concerns

regarding the adoption of the Montana Common Core Standards. The Board

adopted these standards in November of 2011, following two years of review and

outreach activities throughout Montana.

Enclosed is a copy of the Montana Common Core Outreach Log, which illustrates

some of the outreach activities that have occurred throughout the state during the
past two years regarding the Montana Common Core Standards. The Board of Public

Education solicited public comment on these standards throughout this two year

period and conducted a formal hearing on the standards on October 24,201"7.

Thank you again for providing input to the Board of Public Education and for your 30

years of service as an educator in Helena.

Sincerely′
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Patty Myers, Chair
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Peter Donovan, Executive Secretary
Enclosure: Montana Common Core Standards Outreach Log
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Co血pleted MOntana Co塾塾pn COre StandaFdS Outteach Lo

LOCatlon fresentation Pattci
October 22′ 2009 Helena Co*-on Coru St"t"

Standards
Helena Schools Leadership Team 10

October 22′ 2009 Whitefish Common Core State
Standards

Whitefish Tcachers 35

February 10,2070 Helena Common Core State
Standards

A-Z CurriculumMeeting

Marcn 10 2010 Helena Common Core State
Standards

CSPAC

Apmろ 2010 Adobe
Connect

ConunOn COre State

Standards
Montana Educators

APm 2め 2010 Helena Common Core State
Standards

A―ZC― iculum Directors

May 6′ 2010 Ad6be
COFmeCt

Common Core State
Standards

Montana Educators

July 13′ 2010 Ad6be
Comect

Common Core State
Standards

Montana Educators

August lし 2010 Kalispell Common Core State
Standards

Northwest Reading Council Conference 15

Septeriber 2'1,,2010 Adobe
Cormect

Common Core State
Standards

Montana Educators

Octobert 2010 Adobe
COFtneCt

Common Core State
Standards

Montana Educators

October 13′ 2010 Adobe
Connect

Common Core State
Standards

Prairie View Curriculum Consortium, Kim
Stantoru and 20 educators

October lt 2010 Helena Common Core State
Standards

Montana Council of Deans'of Education

C)ctober 21′ 2010 State Reading
Conference,
Great Falls

Common Core State
Standards

State Reading Conference 50+ participants

October 21′ 2010 MEA―MF「
Educators′

Conference′

Helena

Teaehers Talk about
Standards

L5 conference participanb

October2ι  2010 Anaconda
High School

Standards′

Currldum′
hmctiOnal
Matettals

Angela Mclearu Rose l,Vhite and 11
curriculum members

Novttnber l′ 24′ 5′

2010
Butte′

Bozemanr
Havre′

Lewistown

Standards and
Curriculum

Montana Small Sdrools Alliance, Dan Rask
amd 7 9 (41,,14,7 6,8) educa tors

November 8′ 2010 Great Falls Common Core State
Standards

Golden Triangle Curriculum Consortium,
Diana Knudsonand 70 educators



Completed MontanqCommon Cote
Date Location Presentation Participants

December 4′ 2010 Helena Common Core State
Standards

NIEA‐ⅣIFT

45 educatOrs

January 19,-20,2011. Billings OPI Assessment
Conference

35 educators from across the state

March 10′ 2011 Adobe
Connect

Common Core State
Standards

Link sent otrt through official email

March 10′ 2011 Ffelena Common Core Sbate

Standards Update
CSPAC

March 30′ 2011 Helena Common Core
Standards

Montana Council of Deans' of Education

Apri1 14′ 2011 Miles City Common Core State
Standards

Montana Small Schools Alliance 30 edtrcators

May 11.,201L Hami■on Common Core and
Survey of Enacted
Currictrlum

10 Middle and High Sch001teachers and

P―CIPal′ HamiltOn SchOol District

June 8-9′ 2011 Libby Common Core State
Standards assistance

Libby administrators and K-12 curriculum
team- 20 participants

July 12-13′ 2011 Poplar Common Core State
Standards assistance
with currictrlum
work

Poplar K-12 curriculum team
14 participants

August 10-13,2011. Helena Montana Common
Core Standards

44 Montana Educators



Complet"d Mo"iar,a Common Core Standards Outreach Lo
Presentation

Montana PTA annual meeting
25 participants

Montana Comrnon
Core Standards

September 77,2077

MEA-MFT
1,200 attendees estimated

Montana Common
Core Standards

October 20-21′ 2011

52 Montana EducatorsMontana Common
Core Standards &
facilitator training

November 10-1,7,2011'

251 Montana Educators December 1

130 Montana Educators December 2 for
facilitator training

Montana Common
Core Standards &
facilitator training

December l‐ 2′ 2011

I)af p Location rartlclparlts

Great Falls

Missoula

Helena

Helena


